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Moraine Valley Foundation inducts four new members into Alumni Hall of Fame

The Moraine Valley Foundation welcomed four inductees into the college’s Alumni Hall of Fame during 
the annual induction ceremony held March 5 at the college’s Palos Hills campus. The Hall of Fame Class 
of 2026



included the following inductees: Brian P. Swift, J.D., Ricardo A. Fernandez, Ph.D., Janet Ogeneitsega 
Joseph and Matthew J. O’Shea. 

“We had an exceptionally large number of outstanding nominees this year, further demonstrating how well 
our alumni do after leaving Moraine Valley,” said Patti Mehallick, director of Alumni and Annual Programs for 
the Foundation. “All of our 2026 inductees have excelled in their careers and given back to their communities. 
We are so proud to have them represent our college in our Alumni Hall of Fame." 

READ MORE 

Gateways Gala empowers 
career programs
Featuring WGN News' Courtney Spinelli featured guest 

The Gateways Gala, hosted by the Moraine Valley Foundation is 
Friday, April 17, at 6:30 p.m., with Courtney Spinelli WGN News 
Chicago, serving as emcee for the event. The gala will be held at the 
Moraine Valley Business and Conference Center in Palos Hills and is 
a celebration of the college's ommitment to training the next 
generation in high-demand fields including Heating and Air 
Conditioning Technology, Automotive Technology, Automation and 
Engineering Technology, and Welding. 

The college's programs are dedicated to preparing students to 
become tomorrow's leaders. By supporting this year’s Gateways Gala, you will help empower  Career 
Programs, ensuring students have access to essential scholarships, tools and supplies, which makes 
education and employment more accessible. Your contributions can create a lasting impact, helping 
hardworking students achieve their dreams and join the workforce as skilled professionals. 

READ MORE 

https://bbox.blackbaudhosting.com/webforms/linkredirect?srcid=61935021&srctid=1&erid=-913169993&trid=88f1aacf-09cd-4913-b74b-101d8f903b33&linkid=288994190&isbbox=1&pid=0
https://aesbid.com/ELP/GATEWAYS26?bblinkid=288994183&bbemailid=61935021&bbejrid=-913169993


The Gateways Gala: 
How you can make a 
difference
The Gala is an amazing evening filled with great 
food, music, games and fun! The heart of the gala is 
the support it provides Moraine Valley 
students. There are several ways you can support 
this cause: 

Sponsorship opportunities: Showcase your 
commitment to advancing higher education while 
promoting your brand to our attendees and alumni. 

Event attendance: Celebrate with us and connect with others who share your passion for making a 
difference. 

Donations: Contribute items or services for our program or auction to raise additional funds. 

If you are interested in discussing these opportunities, please contact Kalynn Duggan at 
duggank6@morainevalley.edu or call (708) 608-4178. 

I WANT TO HELP 

Moraine Valley Speech 
Team makes 
tournament history
The Moraine Valley Community College Speech and 
Debate Team competed at the Illinois Intercollegiate 
Forensics Association State Tournament, taking 
home multiple individual and team awards. The 
tournament took place March 6 and 7 and was 
hosted by Prairie State College. 

READ MORE 

https://aesbid.com/ELP/GATEWAYS26?bblinkid=288994237&bbemailid=61935021&bbejrid=-913169993


ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: 
Moraine Valley graduate 
plays a pivotal role at 
the Fine and Performing 
Arts Center
Written by Bianca Hernandez, student intern 

When Amanda Hantson first came to Moraine Valley 
as a student, she was searching for a quality 
education and viable career paths to pursue. Nearly 
20 years later, Hantson has established herself as a 
key member of Moraine Valley’s Fine & Performing 
Arts Center as assistant technical director. 

Hantson began taking classes in September 2007 
and initially was unsure what a career in stage 
production or technical theater might look like. With 
guidance from professors Craig Rosen, Lee Brasuell 
and Tom Dow, she explored the possibilities within 
technical theater and gained hands-on experience 
working on both professional and Academic Theater 
productions. Their support also helped Hantson 
secure her first job in technical theater. 

READ MORE 

Read the Moraine Valley 
student newspaper

To catch up on the latest news and events from the perspective of Moraine Valley students, be sure to read 
The Glacier. This newspaper recently won several national awards for being an outstanding student 
publication. 

READ MORE 

https://www.morainevalley.edu/news-story/moraine-valley-speech-team-makes-tournament-history/?bblinkid=288994238&bbemailid=61935021&bbejrid=-913169993
https://mvccglacier.com/?bblinkid=288994240&bbemailid=61935021&bbejrid=-913169993


REMEMBER WHEN? In this undated photo, students participate in hands-on clinical training 
in Moraine Valley’s Nursing Program. 
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