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Can't attend the Gala? 
You can still win a 
dream vacation with a 
Golden Ticket! 

Your dream vacation awaits! Sales for the exclusive Gateways Golden Ticket are now open. With only 100 
tickets available, this special raffle offers you the chance to choose the vacation of your dreams. Options 
include a golfer's paradise in Sedona, Arizona for 5-nights, an all-inclusive Caribbean getaway for four nights, 
three nights of live performances in vibrant Las Vegas, or a music lover's dream tour of Nashville, or 
Memphis. The winner will be chosen at the gala. Purchase your ticket now for a shot at the ultimate vacation 
experience! 

You do not have to attend the Gala to win one of these amazing vacations. Support the Foundation and Arts 
in our community with the purchase a Golden Ticket. The winner will be selected at the Gala on April 18.   

PURCHASE A GOLDEN TICKET 

 

Alumni Spotlight: Ryan 
Weston combines 
turning a wrench with 
turning a phrase 

Ryan Weston’s career in the diesel industry has 
included more than 24 years working as a logistics 
supervisor, department head, parts driver and ASE-
certified technician. He describes most of his 
professional career as “turning a wrench,” but this 
Moraine Valley graduate, who studied history and 
literature, also managed to write and publish a book 
reflecting his love of history along the way. 

His book, “P is for Pickelhaube,” is a work of 
historical fiction, set during the first World War, and focuses on struggles his characters face, including 
addiction, abuse and violence. It was recently added to the Moraine Valley Library and also is available on 
Amazon, Barnes and Noble, and other global retailers, as well as from his publisher, Austin Macauley. The 
book is also available at the Moraine Valley library.  

READ MORE 
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Business students meet 
mentors at network 
dinner 

Moraine Valley's top business students were given 
the opportunity to meet with local business 
professionals at a network dinner held on campus 
on Wednesday, April 10. Students were invited to 
attend the dinner by Moraine Valley Business faculty 
and instructors. 

Fifteen volunteer mentors, coming from a variety of professions and backgrounds, shared their career path 
stories, offered advice and encouragement to students. Professionals representing the college's Business 
Advisory Council, Foundation donors, faculty and alumni, including this year's Distinguished Alumni Hall of 
Fame inductee, Jason Knade, made up the group of volunteers. The college's Culinary Arts students and 
faculty Chefs prepared the dinner and dessert for the evening. 

Business professor, James Snooks, organized the event, which was held annually in years prior to the 
pandemic. This year’s event was the first one held since then. "This was a great opportunity to bring students 
and mentors together," said Snooks. "The students and mentors all commented on how they enjoyed the 
interactions and found the networking event to be a positive experience." 

READ MORE 

 In the photo above, mentor volunteer and Business Advisory Council member, Al Terrazas of Marketing Data Interactive, talks to 

Business students at the Networking Dinner. 

 

Foundation scholarship 
application deadline is 
May 10 

The Moraine Valley Foundation scholarship deadline 
is Friday, May 10.  Current and potential Moraine 
Valley students can apply for more than 300 
scholarships to be used during the fall 2024 and 
spring 2025 semesters. Students apply for a 

scholarship using an online application.  

"Many students struggle to pay for college tuition, so we encourage anyone who plans to attend Moraine 
Valley in the upcoming academic year to apply for a scholarship through our Foundation," said Kristy 
McGreal, executive director of the Moraine Valley Foundation. "Thanks to our generous donors, we have 
hundreds of scholarships available. The application process is easy and we can't wait to help deserving 
students."  

READ MORE 
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In the photo above, Moraine Valley Board of Trustee,, Tracy M. Sullivan, presents a scholarship certificate to Jayden Ferris-
Wereski, recipient of the RIchard and Sharon Fritz Scholarship.  

 

Shakespeare Garden 
bricks special-priced for 
grads, alumni, 
retirees and employees 

Now is the time to purchase a personalized, 
engraved brick in the college's beautiful 
Shakespeare Garden during the annual graduation 
sale when brick prices are cut by $50. The 
Shakespeare Garden is located in the center of the 
campus east of the Gateway and features many of 
the plants and flora featured in William 
Shakespeare's plays. The bricks are engraved with 
messages, greetings, quotes and memorials. 

Bricks typically sell for a $150 donation. However, to 
honor the Moraine Valley Class of 2024, bricks will 
be sold now through June 30, 2024, at the reduced 
donation price of $100. Your message must meet 
certain criteria. Each brick has room for three lines, 
each with 14 spaces and will be installed later this 
summer. 

If you have any questions please contact the 
Foundation office at foundation@morainevalley.edu 
or call (708)974-5551. 

BUY A BRICK 

 

Arab Student 
Union celebrates 10 
years providing 
scholarships 

Moraine Valley's Arab Student Union is holding a 
celebration dinner to recognize 10 years of providing 
scholarships to Arab students. The Arab-American 
Academic Excellence celebration is on Tuesday, 
April 23, 6:30 p.m., in Building M, Moraine Room 
1, on the Moraine Valley campus. 
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The event will feature guest speakers including Moraine Valley Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame inductee, 
Suzanne Akhras-Sahloul and scholarship founder, Jamal Zayyad. Scholarship recipients for the fall 24/spring 
25 academic year will be awarded at the event. Scholarship recipients are selected based on academic 
excellence. This year, in honor of the 10th anniversary, the ASU will award ten $500 scholarships to 
deserving students. 

There is no charge for the celebration, however, attendees must RSVP. Donations are being accepted to 
help fund future scholarships. 

RSVP HERE 

 

My Children! My Africa! 
to be presented in 
Academic Theater 

The college's academic theater production will 
present, "My Children! My Africa!" as their spring 
production.  The performances are April 26-27 and 
May 3-4, at 7:30 p.m. and April 28 and May 5, at 3 
p.m. in the John and Angeline Oremus Theater on campus. 

The great South African playwright, Athol Fugard, confronts the tragedy of apartheid in his native land. This 
compelling tale about the efforts of a humble and humane black teacher in a segregated township who is 
determined to persuade just one young person that education, not violence, is the answer to South Africa's 
problems. 

Directed by professor Dr. Craig Rosen and performed by Moraine Valley students, tickets are on sale now 
through the college box office. 

GET TICKETS 

 

Humanity 5k raises funds for 
scholarships 

"May the 4th" be with you for the 2nd Annual Humanity 5k! The 
Refugee Life Foundation is proud to partner with Moraine Valley 
Community College and the Muslim Student Association (MSA) to 
present the Humanity5k on May 4, at 9 a.m., on the Moraine Valley 
campus. 

The family-focused event celebrates diversity and raise funds to 
provide scholarships to refugee students attending Moraine Valley.  In addition to the 5k, the event features 
a 1.5 campus walk and a 100-yard kid’s Sprint for Palestine. Registration is open through May 2, with the 
option to register in-person during packet pick up on May 3, from 5 to 9 p.m. and on race day, May 4, from 
7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. 
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READ MORE 

 

  

 

Read the Moraine Valley 
student newspaper 
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To catch up on the latest news and events for our current Moraine Valley students, be sure to read the 
Glacier. This is the student publication that recently won several national awards for being an outstanding 
student publication. 

READ THE GLACIER 

 

  

REMEMBER WHEN? Prior to the current Gateways Gala, the college's Foundation held an 
annual fundraising event called "Starry Night."  In this photo, taken in 2002, the Starry 
Night audience awaits the start of the evening's performance in the Dorothy Menker Theater 
in the Fine and Performing Arts Center. This year's Foundation Gateways Gala 
is Thursday, April 18, raising funds for the Fine and Performing Arts Center's 30th 
anniversary.  
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