
RESEARCH NOTE 
 Institutional Research and Planning 

 
DATE: October 2020 

 
TO:  Administrators 
  
FROM:  Sadya Khan 
 
SUBJECT: Enrollment Analysis for fall 2020 
 
The fall 2020 semester showed census enrollments of 11,026 headcount and 96,152 credit 
hours.  The following report analyzes where enrollment increases and decreases occurred. 
 
Table 1 compares fall 2019 and 2020 census day enrollments.  Overall, there was a headcount 
decrease of 2,006 students (-15.4%) and a decrease of 19,527 credit hours (-16.9%) from fall 
2019 to fall 2020.       

Table 1 
Fall 2019 and Fall 2020 Census Day Enrollments 

       
    Fall Fall   Percent 
  Enrollment 2019 2020 Difference Difference 
             

  Headcount 13,032 11,026 (2,006) -15.4%  
  Credit Hours 115,678.5 96,152 (19,526.5) -16.9%  
              

 
A. Term-to-Term and Five-Year Summary 

The COVID-19 pandemic forced most classes to go online or virtual. The pandemic was a factor 
in all categories experiencing declines from fall 2019 to fall 2020. Dual Credit hours were 
relatively flat from fall 2019 to fall 2020 (increase of +0.4%).  
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• Total credit hours have been steadily dropping over the past five years.  Over the course 
of one year, total credit hours decreased by 16.9%. The five-year change represents a 
decline of 30.0%. See graph above. 
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B. Enrollments by Program  
 

In fall 2019, 9,757 students were enrolled in transfer programs (liberal arts, business, fine 
arts, science transfer, and transfer course enrollees).  In fall 2020, the number of students 
enrolled in transfer programs decreased to 8,523 (-1,234 students or -12.6%).   
 
Occupational program students (career and certificate programs, and occupational course 
enrollees) lost 15.5 percent (from 2,444 to 2,066 or -378 students) from fall 2019 to fall 2020.   
 
“Other” programs (below college credit programs including adult basic and secondary 
education, English as a second language, and vocational skills) declined by 47.4 percent (from 
831 to 474 or -394 students). 
 
The chart below shows the five-year trend in headcounts by program. 
 

 
• Total fall headcounts have been steadily decreasing since the all-time high enrollment of 

18,169 students in fall 2011.  Enrollments have been steadily declining since fall 2016.  
The fall 2020 headcount (11,024) represents a five-year low. The five-year high was 
15,021 in fall 2016.   

• Transfer enrollments have fluctuated over the past five years.  Fall 2016 represented a 
five-year high of 11,076 students. The five-year change is a decrease of -23.0 percent. 

• Occupational headcounts have been on a steady decline since fall 2015.  Over the last 
five years, occupational enrollments have decreased by 30.6 percent.  The one-year 
change from fall 2019 to fall 2020 was steeper (-15.5%), compared to the declines in 
prior years. 

• Headcounts in the “Other” category reached a five-year low in fall 2020, representing a 
decline of 54.9 percent since fall.  
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C. Enrollments by Funding Category 
 

Table 2 (below) shows the credit hour generation by funding category for fall 2019 and fall 
2020.  Credit hours decreased in all areas in fall 2020. The largest decline in credit hours was 
in ABE/GED/ESL, with a 48.5% decrease in credit hours, followed by Remedial, with a 40.1% 
decrease in credit hours. 

Table 2 
Fall 2019 and Fall 2020 Credit Hours 

By Funding Category           
  Funding         Credit Hour Percent   
  Category Fall 2019 Fall 2020 Difference Difference 
            
  Baccalaureate 75,427   67,083   (8,344)  -11.1%   

  
Business Occupational 
and Vocational 3,647   3,574   (73)  -2.0%   

  
Technical Occupational 
and Vocational 13,214   10,404   (2,810)  -21.3%   

  
Health Occupational and 
Vocational 7,466   5,783  (1,683)  -22.5%   

  Remedial 13,196   7,901   (5,295)  -40.1%   
  ABE/GED/ESL 2,730    1,407    (1,323)   -48.5%   
  TOTAL 115,678.5   96,152.0   (19,526.5)  -16.9%   
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• The five-year trend for enrollment by funding category shows decreases in every category by 

double-digit percentages with the exception of Business Occupational and Vocational which 
declined just 9.0% over five years. 
 

• In terms of actual numbers, the steepest drops came from Baccalaureate (-23,895 credit hours since 
fall 2016) and Remedial (- 9,933 credit hours since fall 2016). 

         
D. Remedial/Developmental 

 
For the fall 2019 semester, a total of 15,926 credit hours were generated for all 
developmental courses while 9,308 hours were generated for fall 2020 (-41.6%).   

 
ABE/GED courses produced 1,083 credit hours in fall 2019 compared to 660 hours in fall 
2020, a decrease of 423 hours (-39.1%). 
 
Developmental COM, MTH, RDG courses (remedial courses) generated 12,039 credit hours 
in fall 2019 and 7,176 hours in fall 2020.  This was a decrease of 4,863 hours (-40.4%).   
 
English as a Second Language (ESL) courses generated 1,647 credit hours for fall 2019 and 
747 hours for fall 2020, a decrease of 900 hours (-54.6%).   
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Intensive English Language Program (IELP) courses produced 1,157 credit hours in fall 2019 
and 725 hours in fall 2020, a decrease of 432 hours (-37.3%). 
 

 
• The past several years have shown steady decreases in overall developmental hours.  

Due in large part to the COVID-19 pandemic, Fall 2020 marks a five-year low in overall 
developmental hours with 9,308 hours.  The five-year high occurred in 2016, at 21,188 
hours.  

• The largest five-year decline in this area was IELP (-64.4%).  This is followed closely by 
the category of ESL, which has a five-year decline of -61.6%. The category of ABE/GED 
has seen a five-year decrease of -53.2% and Remedial has declined by -54.6% over five 
years. 

 
E. Off-Campus Sites  

 
Total credit hours for all off-campus courses (Education Center at Blue Island and the 
Southwest Educational Center plus all other off-campus locations) declined by 3,211 hours      
(-29.2%) from 11,011.5 hours in fall 2019 to 7,801 hours in fall 2020. The decline was offset by 
dual credit hours, which remained flat from last fall. 

Education Center at Blue Island (Blue Island) generated 2,719.5 hours for fall 2019, but due to 
most courses being delivered in either a hybrid, virtual, or online format due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, ECBI generated just 160 hours for fall 2020 consisting of mainly hybrid courses in 
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Nursing and Phlebotomy. 
 
Southwest Education Center (SWEC) generated 1,153 credit hours at census day in fall 2019, 
but all courses that would have been based at SWEC in fall 2020 were delivered in either an 
online or virtual format due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Therefore, interpretations of descriptive data in regards to off-campus sites should be made 
with caution.  

 

 
• Following a couple of years of fluctuations in off-campus hours, fall 2020 shows overall 

off-campus hours to have declined 29.2% compared to fall 2019. The five-year change 
for overall off-campus hours is a decrease of 32.4 percent.  
 

• The highest number of credit hours taken at overall off-campus was in fall 2016 at 
11,532 credit hours.   

 
• Again, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, interpretations of descriptive data regarding ECBI 

and SWEC should be made with caution as most courses that would otherwise have 
been held there were delivered in either an online or virtual format in Fall 2020. 
 

• Dual credit courses account for over half of all off-campus hours (5,613 hours) and has 
been steadily increasing over the past several years. Fall 2020 represents a five-year 
high for dual credit hours: a one-year increase of 0.4% and a five-year increase of 38.6 
percent.  
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F. Alternative Delivery 
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, instruction in the fall 2020 semester was delivered in either 
hybrid, virtual, or in an online format. Therefore, interpretations of descriptive data from the 
below chart should be made with caution.  

 
 

Hybrid courses (classes taught primarily on the Internet but that also require regular 
class attendance) generated 5,798 credit hours for the fall 2019 semester and 12,994 
credit hours in fall 2020.  
Virtual courses (classes taught primarily on the Internet and at a set time) generated 
16,245 credit hours in fall 2020.  
Online courses (courses taught primarily on the Internet) produced 13,421 credit hours 
in fall 2019 and 66,407 credit hours in fall 2020.  
Fast track courses (college-level courses that are six weeks or less) produced 382 credit 
hours in fall 2019 and 506 credit hours in fall 2020, an increase of 124 hours (+32.5%). 
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G. Special Populations  
 

Dual Credit  
Dual credit classes (both career and transfer courses) are taught to high school students at 
the high school.  Students in these courses receive both high school and college credit.  In fall 
2019, dual credit classes generated 5,592 credit hours at census day.  The fall 2020 total was 
5,613, an increase of 21 hours, or +0.4%.  Over the course of five years, dual credit hours have 
increased by 38.6 percent.  The number of dual credit students (headcount) decreased from 
1,876 to 1,842 from fall 2019 to fall 2020 (-34 or -1.8%).  The five-year change is an increase 
of 32.6%. 

 
Vocational Skills Courses 
In fall 2019, 47.5 vocational skills credit hours were generated, compared to 4.0 hours in fall 
2020 (a decrease of 43.5 hours, or -91.6%) 

 
Enrollments by Residency Status 
The number of students residing in-district decreased from 10,387 in fall 2019 to 8,783 in fall 
2020 (-1,604 or -15.4%).  Out-of-district students decreased from 2,454 to 2,117 (-337 or -
13.7%), and out-of-state decreased from 44 to 20 (-24 or -54.5%).  Foreign students 
decreased from 147 to 106 (-41 or -27.9%).      
 
Enrollments by Enrollment Status 

    New students decreased from 3,143 in fall 2019 to 2,436 in fall 2020 (-22.5%).  Over the       
course of five years, new students enrolled in the fall have decreased by 39.3 percent.     
Continuing students (students enrolled at the college in the prior spring or summer)      
decreased from 2,829 students in fall 2019 to 2,310 students in fall 2020 (-18.3%) 
 
Enrollments by Race and Ethnicity  
The was an across-the-board decline for all ethnicities in headcount enrollment from fall 2019 
to fall 2020, apart from American Indian/Alaska Native students whose headcount increased 
from 30 students in fall 2019 to 40 in fall 2020.  
 
In fall 2019, 1,264 African-American students were enrolled.  In fall 2020, the number of 
African-American students enrolled decreased to 1,028 (-236 students or -18.7%).   
 
Hispanic headcount declined by 19.3% (from 3,305 to 2,666 or -639 students). This decline 
comes after prior years experienced relatively stable enrollment for this population. 
 
The number of White students decreased 11.5 percent (from 6,184 to 5,474 or -710 students) 
from fall 2019 to fall 2020.   
 
White students make up 49.6% of the fall 2020 headcount while African-American students 
represent 9.3% and Hispanic students 24.2%. In fall 2019, the proportions were 47.5% for 



 
 10 

Whites, 9.7% for African-Americans, and 25.4% for Hispanics.  
 
The chart below shows the five-year trend in headcounts by race and ethnicity. 
 

 
 

Spring-to-Fall Retention 
The rate of students returning from Spring 2020 was 50.4% (4,976 students out of 9,873 
student who were not dual credit or Sheriffs). This is a decline from the rate of students 
retained from Spring 2019 to Fall 2019 which was 54.4%.  The table below shows the five-year 
trend for spring-to-fall retention rates. 
 

Spring-to-Fall Retention 
2016 54.3% 
2017 54.7% 
2018 54.5% 
2019 54.4% 
2020 50.4% 
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