
BIO-221 Introduction to Marine Biology with 
travel to Belize  
This course focuses on the biology and ecology of marine ecosystems and oceanography. The biological, 
chemical, physical, and geographical factors of marine ecosystems are explored, including the inter-tidal 
zones, sandy and rocky shores, the ocean floor, seagrass, mangroves, coral reefs, open ocean, and the abyss. A 
survey of the biodiversity of marine organisms includes algae, plankton, invertabrates, reptiles, birds, fishes, 
and mammals. Behavioral characteristics of unique species are discussed. The impact of humans on the 
marine environment, conservation, and management are highlighted. Research, laboratory, and field 
techniques are emphasized. Field work and field trips are included. Fee is required. (6 contact hours) 

Hands-on learning of a lifetime. 
Earn 4 credit hours while you study corals, crabs, sea grass beds, mangroves and so much more on the second 
largest barrier reef in the world. 
 
Class size is limited. Send Professor Zurawski an email for the Course Application. For more 
information Search on YouTube: MVCC Marine Bio 2020. 
 
Study on a Coral Reef in Central America 
This marine biology course offered by Moraine Valley Community College takes you on an adventure as you 
travel to Belize, an exotic country in Central America with the world’s second largest barrier reef. Snorkel 
diverse coral reefs, track exotic fish, corals and a diversity of creatures, stay at an island field station and 
journey to a protected marine reserve like the Glovers Reef Atoll Marine Reserve, explore a Mayan Ruin, 
sleep over and tour the Belize Zoo day and night, pet a jaguar, enjoy delicious Central American cuisine, and 
meet local Belizeans. 
 
Class Meetings 
On the MVCC campus in the classroom – 9am-5pm on Monday and Tuesday December 16 & 17, 2019 before 
the winter break begins. Some work will need to be done online over the winter break before travel. Nine days 
in Belize. Departure from Chicago on Thursday, January 2nd. Estimated return to Chicago on Friday, January 
10th. Satisfactory classroom and field activity in Belize are mandatory to pass this course. The course ends on 
Monday, January 13th with work being submitted online. 
 
How to Enroll 
To apply to secure your spot, contact Professor Zurawski for application, mandatory forms and payment information: 
zurawski@morainevalley.edu. 
 
Cost 
$2800 for the trip + course tuition and fees 
Trip fee includes: shuttle to and from airport, airfare, meals, bunkbed hostel-style housing, daily snorkeling including 
a twilight snorkel, underwater camera use, Belize zoo sleep over with day and night tours, petting a jaguar, Mayan 
ruin expedition, exploration of Glovers Reef Atoll Marine Reserve, lifelong friendships, and other once in a lifetime 
adventures for nine days. 

Credit Hours  

4  

Prerequisite(s)  



BIO-111 or consent of Instructor (zurawski@morainevalley.edu). Must be able prove swimming ability 
through a swim test.  This course requires very high-level physical activity, swimming and snorkeling. 
Passport that does not expire before December 31, 2020. NOTE: This is a course, not a vacation. 

Department  

Biological Sciences  

 
 

http://morainevalley.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2019-2020/Catalog/Courses/BIO-Biology/100/BIO-111
mailto:zurawski@morainevalley.edu
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