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Introduction and Background 
For many years, colleges and policy makers have focused on college access and equal 
opportunity, and America’s colleges have been successful in providing millions of students 
access to college.  More recently, attention has turned to opportunity and completion, and 
concern over the large number of students who do not receive a degree or certificate.   
 
The concern for outcomes has led to several nationwide initiatives related to progress (or lack of) 
from college entry to degree completion.  The National Governors Association (NGA) has 
produced recommendations for metrics for colleges to collect, analyze, and report.  Proposed 
measures include: 

Outcome measures: 
• degrees and certificates awarded 
• graduation rates 
• transfer rates.   

 Progress measures: 
• success beyond remedial education 
• credit accumulation 
• retention rates 
• time and credits to degree 
• course completion  
• success in first-year college courses (also called gateway courses).    

(See: Complete to Compete.  2010-2011. Common College Completion Metrics.  National Governors 
Association Chair’s Initiative: www.nga.org.) 
 
Most of the metrics identified by the NGA have been available at Moraine Valley for many 
years.  The focus of this report is on one metric that has not been studied at Moraine Valley and 
that is first-time students’ success in first-year college courses, also called gateway or gatekeeper 
courses.   
 
The “Complete College America” (CCA) initiative has also identified success in gateway 
courses as a key milestone in successful college completion.  Whether students begin in 
developmental courses or in college-level courses, first-year gateway courses in mathematics and 
English are often barriers to completion.  Research shows that the sooner students get through 
first-year courses in math and English, the more likely they are to complete college.  (See: 
Complete College America. www.completecollege.org.) 
 
 

http://www.nga.org/
http://www.completecollege.org/
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Success in Gateway Communications 
Table 1 shows the number and percent of new students who successfully (grade of A, B, C) 
completed COM-101 within their first year at the college.  Each cohort includes only new 
students who started in the fall (or summer-fall) term.  Special populations were excluded from 
the cohort and these include: sheriff’s academy students, English as a second language students, 
adult basic and secondary students, students taking only vocational skills courses, and students 
with previous college credits (except former dual credit students).  High school students were 
excluded initially, but if they attended Moraine Valley the fall semester after high school 
graduation, they were added back.  For example, if a student took dual credit courses in 2009 and 
graduated from high school in 2010 and attended Moraine Valley in fall 2010, they were added 
to the fall 2010 cohort. 
 
Overall, the rate of new students completing COM-101 their first year at Moraine Valley has 
increased by 10 percent over the past four years (from 44% in 2010 to 54% in 2013).  Also 
shown in Table 1 is the completion percent for several subgroups. 
 

 
 
 
 

Table 1

2010 2011 2012 2013
Total Percent 44% 48% 51% 54%
By Age

Recent high school grad 63% 60% 65% 65%
Under 25 (includes recent grads) 52% 52% 56% 58%
25+ 11% 17% 16% 19%

By Status
Full-time 59% 57% 63% 64%
Part-time 16% 24% 25% 31%

By Gender
Female 48% 54% 55% 57%
Male 41% 42% 48% 50%

By Objective
Associate's degree 48% 50% 54% 57%
Certificate 15% 22% 25% 28%
Course enrollee 46% 50% 53% 53%

By Race/ethnic
Asian 55% 49% 54% 43%
Black 25% 29% 25% 29%
Hispanic 53% 48% 56% 54%
White 46% 54% 58% 60%
Foreign (visa) student 22% 40% 36% 45%

Number of students N = 4,186 N=3,867 3,738 N=3,686
Note: Successful Completion = grade of A,B, or C.

Fall Cohort Year

Number and Percent of New Students Who Successfully Completed COM-101 
Their First Year at Moraine Valley 
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Subgroups include age category, full-time or part-time status, gender, degree objective, and 
race/ethnicity.  Degree objective is captured at admission to the college and includes degree-
seeking students, certificate-seeking students, and “course enrollees”.  Students in the “course 
enrollee” category are both casual course-takers not following a particular program and students 
that plan to transfer but do not plan to earn a Moraine Valley degree.   
 
There were large differences between groups.  Younger students had much higher gateway COM 
completion rates than older students, full-time students than part-time students, and female than 
male students.   Older students’ completion rates remain well below younger students. However, 
the percent of part-time students who successfully complete COM-101 has seen substantial 
gains, with an increase of 15 percent over four years.  Associate’s degree seekers have a much 
higher completion rate than certificate seekers, although this is not surprising since COM-101 is 
not required for certificates.  Certificate seekers have also seen significant gains over the four 
years, with an increase of 13 percent. 
 
There were also differences by race/ethnicity.  White students had the highest COM-101 
completion rates and have increased their rates by 14 percent over the four years.  Asian students 
have declined in their completion rates by 12 percent.  Hispanic students improved their 
completion rates slightly between 2010 and 2013, and while African-American students’ rates 
have slightly improved, they still remain below other groups. 
 
It should be noted that age, full-time/part-time status, and degree objective are highly correlated.  
For example, over 80 percent of recent high school graduates were full-time.  More than 65 
percent of full-time students are degree-seeking.  Full-time percentages also differ by 
race/ethnicity.  Approximately 70-75% of White, Hispanic, and Asian students are full-time, 
while only about 60 percent of African-American students are full-time.  
 
Younger students are more likely to be associate’s degree-seeking or a course enrollee and only a 
small percent are certificate seeking.  Older students are more likely to be course enrollees or 
certificate seeking.  African American students are the oldest group and are also much more 
likely to be part-time than the other groups, and that explains at least some of their lower 
gateway COM completion rates. 
 
Success in Gateway Mathematics 
The percent of students who successfully completed at least one college-level math course within 
one year of their first fall semester was very low.  Overall, successful completion rates were 
around 25 percent for new students and full-time students.  Since a high percent of students are 
required to take developmental math, it seems reasonable to extend the gateway math analysis to 
two years after entry. 
 
Table 2 shows the number and percent of new students who successfully (grade of A, B, C) 
completed at least one college-level math course within their first two years at the college. 
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The patterns for the various groups studied for math completions are similar to those for COM, 
but even given an extra year, the rates were much lower.  Overall, the rate was hovering around 
29 percent for a few years, but jumped five percentage points to a rate of 34 percent for the 2012  
cohort.  Less than 50 percent of full-time students completed a college-level math course within 
two years.  Younger students completed at a much higher rate than older students, full-time at a 
higher rate than part-time, and degree seekers and course enrollees at a higher rate than 
certificate seekers.  African-American students had substantially lower completion rates than the 
other groups.  The earlier comments on the high degree of correlation between completion and 
full-time status, (young) age, and degree intent also apply to mathematics. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 2

2009 2010 2011 2012
Total Percent 27% 29% 29% 34%
By Age

Recent high school grad 34% 41% 38% 43%
Under 25 (includes recent grads) 30% 34% 32% 37%
25+ 7% 4% 6% 7%

By Status
Full-time 34% 39% 37% 44%
Part-time 8% 8% 11% 12%

By Gender
Female 30% 30% 30% 34%
Male 25% 28% 28% 33%

By Objective
Associate's degree 29% 30% 29% 34%
Certificate 8% 6% 12% 15%
Course enrollee 30% 33% 34% 38%

By Race/ethnic
Asian 44% 45% 39% 41%
Black 5% 9% 8% 9%
Hispanic 25% 30% 24% 31%
White 31% 31% 36% 40%
Foreign (visa) student 31% 39% 45% 56%

Number of students N = 3,283 N = 4,186 N=3,867 N=3,738
Note: Successful Completion = grade of A,B, or C.

Fall Cohort Year

Number and Percent of New Students Who Successfully Completed Any College-Level
Mathematics Course Their First TWO Years at Moraine Valley 
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Additional Observations 
 
The very low college-level math completion rates are probably related in part to the large 
number of Moraine Valley students who are required to take developmental math.  For example, 
slightly more than half of recent high school graduates took a developmental math course their 
first year.  In addition, successful completion rates for developmental math courses are a little 
above 50 percent.  Students who test into the lowest levels are most at risk.  Both MVCC studies 
and national studies have consistently shown that few students who start in very low levels of 
math ever successfully complete a college-level math course.   
 
Delay in taking math also contributes to low college-level math completion rates and the large 
difference between the one-year and the two-year completion rates.  Delaying math 
requirements, especially for those students who did not take math as a senior in high school, 
makes it more difficult to successfully complete any requirements. 
 
Recent initiatives developed by the Graduation and Completion Committee have been successful 
in increasing the number of students who complete a Moraine Valley degree.  But 
helping/encouraging/getting more students to successfully complete gateway courses is also 
important in our efforts to improve student outcomes.  Increasing completion rates for the 35+ 
percent of full-time students who do not complete COM-101 their first year, and increasing 
completion rates for the 50+ percent of full-time students who do not complete a college-level 
math course within their first two years will improve their likelihood of completing a degree.  
Certificate seeking and some course enrollee students do not need to complete gateway courses, 
but degree-seeking students should be encouraged to do so as soon as possible.  The “Complete 
College America” group and others have suggested that all students who need one or more 
college-level mathematics courses should be encouraged to take them earlier rather than later. 
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