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Action verbs for writing learning outcomes

based on Benjamin Bloom’s Taxonomy of Cognitive Levels of Knowledge
	Knowledge
	Comprehension
	Application
	Analysis
	Synthesis
	Evaluation

	Recognize or recall information
	Understand, organize or interpret information.
	Transfer skills and knowledge into new or unfamiliar situations.
	Break concepts into component parts.
	Creatively combine parts into new or original structures.
	Judge the worth of an idea or solution, often in the absence of right or wrong answers.

	Sample question at this level:

Name the muscles of the rotator cuff.
	Sample question at this level:

How does the rotator cuff help you to raise your arm?
	Sample question at this level:

Why does throwing a curve ball cause rotator cuff injury?


	Sample question at this level:

Diagram the sequence of the throwing motion stress on each component of the rotator cuff.
	Sample test item at this level:

Design a physical therapy program to strengthen each component of the rotator cuff.
	Sample test item at this level:

Evaluate another physical therapist’s program to strengthen and prevent injury to the rotator cuff.
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