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I. Faculty Information 

 

 

A. Instructor    Shenita D. Talton 

B. Class Location   Blue Island Education Center  

C. Office Hours    By Appointment 

D. MVCC Phone   (708) 974-5300 

E. E-mail     talton@morainevalley.edu 

 

 

II.  Course Identification 

 

 

A. Credit hours: 4 

B. Total contact hours: 4 

C. Course meets: Monday/Wednesday 12 – 2 pm  

D. Prerequisite: MTH-090 with a grade of “C” or better, or requisite score on the 

math placement test 

E. Corequisite: None 

F. Catalog Description: Topics include order of operations, the solutions of linear 

and quadratic equations and linear inequalities, the rectangular coordinate system, 

operations with polynomials, factoring, rational expressions, and applications. 

Credit hours for this course can be applied to full- or part-time status, but will not 

count toward graduation credits unless specified in your certificate or degree 

program. 

 

III.  Textbooks 

 

A. Required: Beginning & Intermediate Algebra, VI, PKG 

B. Optional: Introductory Algebra, Student Solutions Manual, Introductory Algebra 

Video Set (CD-ROM) 

All these materials are available for checkout in the Learning Resource Center. 
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IV. Learning Outcomes 

The student will: 

A. Find the value of numerical expressions using the order of operations and signed 

      numbers. 

B. Perform operations with polynomials. 

C. Simplify expressions with integer exponents. 

D. Solve first degree equations and inequalities in one variable. 

E. Write interval notation for the solutions of an inequality. 

F. Factor polynomial expressions. 

G. Graph lines represented by linear equations in two variables and find the slope of 

a line. 

H. Solve a system of linear equations graphically and algebraically using the 

substitution and elimination methods. 

I. Find perimeters, areas, or volumes of figures. 

J. Solve problems using similar triangles or the Pythagorean Theorem. 

 

 

V. Classroom Policies 

 

A. The college‟s General Information Sheet is attached to this syllabus. 

B. A student who does not withdraw officially from a course may receive a grade of 

„F‟, depending on course progress or course attendance, which will become a part 

of the student‟s permanent record.  The withdrawal date is listed in the General 

Information Sheet. 

C. Final Exam Schedule: (attached – no exceptions), see the resource site at 

http://My.MoraineValley.Edu for review material.  

D. Attendance: Attendance is mandatory. To be successful in this course a student 

must attend class every day. You are responsible for work missed due to absence. 

E. Cheating/Plagiarizing: Cheating and plagiarizing will not be tolerated in this 

course.  If a student cheats or plagiarizes on a quiz, exam, or homework 

assignment, the student will receive a grade of zero for the work and will not be 

allowed to redo the work.  A student cheating or plagiarizing a second time will 

receive an “F” for the course. 

F. Each student is responsible for adhering to the Code of Student Conduct as stated 

in the college catalog. 

G. Occasionally, tests may be assigned to be taken in the Testing Center, B101. An 

MVCC id is required.  

1. The use of the Testing Center is a privilege. Any student suspected of cheating 

by the Testing Center staff will not be allowed to use the Testing Center for 

the remainder of the semester. 

2. Students may not bring books or papers into the Testing Center. 

3. All electronic devices must be turned off. 

4. Students must know the file number, course number, and the test number to 

avoid taking the wrong test. 

http://my.morainevalley.edu/


H. Students must use the e-mail account provided by Moraine Valley as their 

official means of email communication for all business related to this course.  

Any email that does not come directly from your MVCC email 

(username@student.morainevalley.edu) may be filtered by SPAM or junk mail 

filters and may get deleted, and will not be excused. This means if you choose to 

forward your MVCC email account to some other email account (such as hotmail, 

yahoo, Comcast, etc.), then do not send a response back to the instructor from that 

third party account. All email correspondence for this course must come from 

your username@student.morainevalley.edu email account. 

I. All beepers and cell phones must be placed on vibrate and placed in backpacks or 

purses; check messages before or after class. These devices must not be used in 

class for any reason, i.e. as a calculator. 

J. Additional Instructor Policies 

Please refer to the instructions on the “Stuff Happens” sheet.  

K. If you register before the end of the semester and receive a grade below a “C,” 

you must go through the “add/drop” process and reregister for this course. 

L. With the recommendation of the instructor, students earning an “A” average at 

week 12 of the spring and fall semesters may be eligible to retake the Placement 

Test to change their math placement. 

 

VI. Grading Policies 

A. Grades will be based on the following guidelines: 

 70% - Chapter Tests/Quizzes 

 20% - Comprehensive Department Final Exam 

 10% - Other (combined, homework/participation) 

 Letter grade assignments must be as follows: 

 

90% - 100% = A 

80% -  89%  = B 

70% -  79%  = C 

60% -  69%  = D 

0% -  59%  = F 

Grade Calculation 

 

Average = [(tests+quizzes)/(total possible)](70%) + [(final exam/total possible)](20%) + 

[(other/total possible)](10%) 

  

Example: Student grades 

Tests and Quizzes: 75/100, 60/100, 85/100, 75/100; 8/10, 7/10, 9/10, 6/10 gives 325/440 

Final Exam: 75/100 

Homework: 4/5, 3/5, 3/5, 5/5 gives 15/20 

Average = (325/440)(0.7) + (75/100)(.2) + (15/20)(.1) = 0.742 = 74.2% 

 

B. Extra credit is prohibited.   

C. Calculators: At the beginning of this course, students will be doing basic 

arithmetic computations on real numbers.  This means adding, subtracting, 
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multiplying and dividing whole numbers, fractions, decimals and integers.  In 

order to test understanding of these processes, students will not be allowed to use 

a calculator or arithmetic fact table on this portion of the class.  Following the 

exam on real numbers, students will be allowed to use an arithmetic fact table, or 

a non-algebraic calculator.  Students may also use an arithmetic fact table or a 

non-algebraic calculator on the final exam.  Most calculators are acceptable; 

however, the TI-89 and the TI-92 are not appropriate for this course. For testing in 

the Testing Center, calculators will be provided for you 

D. Students needing additional help are encouraged to consult with the instructor, 

make use of free tutoring available in the Irene H. Brodie Academic Skills Center, 

to check out the CD-ROM Videos and the Student Solutions Manual at the 

circulation desk in the LRC and to use the Resource Website noted on page 1, I. 

H. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VIII. Course Calendar 

 

Date  Assignement 

 

8/31  Syllabus; Pretest 

9/2  Chap 1.2 – 1.3 

 

9/7  Labor Day – NO SCHOOL 

9/9  Chap 1.4 – 1.5 

 

9/14  Chap 1.6 – 1.7 

9/16  Chap 1.8; Review 

 

9/21  Test 1 (Chap 1); Chap 2.1 

9/23  Chap 2.2 – 2.3 

 

9/28  Chap 2.4 – 2.5 

9/30  Chap 2.8; Review    

 

10/5  Test 2 (Chap 2); Chap 3.1    

10/7  Chap 3.2 – 3.3   

 

10/12  Chap 3.4 – 3.5 

10/14  Chap 3.6; Review 

 

10/19  Test 3 (Chap 3) 

10/21  Chap 4.1 – 4.2 

 

10/26  Chap 4.3 

10/28  Chap 4.5; Review 

 

11/2   Test 4 (Chap 4); Chap 5.1 

11/4   Chap 5.2 – 5.3 

 

11/9  Chap 5.4 – 5.5 

11/11  Chap 5.6; Review 

 

11/16  Test 5 (Chap 5); Chap 6.1 

11/18  Chap 6.2 – 6.3 

 

11/23  Chap 6.4 – 6.5 

11/25  Thanksgiving Break – NO SCHOOL 

 

11/30  Chap 6.6  

12/2  Chap 6.7; Review 

 



12/7  Test 6 (Chap 6); Review for final 

12/9  Review for final 

 

12/14  Review for final 

12/16  FINAL EXAM  

 

  Final is scheduled during our regular class hours 
 

This calendar serves as a tentative guide.  The instructor reserves the right to make 

changes in the syllabus.  Students will be notified of any changes. 

 

 

 



 


