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Moraine Valley Community College 

Course Syllabus 

Instructor: Rachael Fedor 

 

Class Location: Blue Island Extension Site 

Course Title:  Spanish I 

Course Number:  SPA 101-581 

Semester:  Fall 2009 

 

Instructor:      Mrs. Rachael Fedor  

Email:  fedorr@morainevalley.edu 

Office Phone:  
Office Hours:   Before and after class 

  Also by request 

BIEC: 708-974-5300 

 

Course Identification: 

Credit Hours:  Four Semester hours 

Contact Hours: Lecture – 4 

Class Time:  Tuesday & Thursday 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Room:  107 

Prerequisites:  2 -4 years of High School Spanish 

Core requisite: None 

 

Course Description:    Grammar is further explored. Emphasis is on the culture of 

Spanish-speaking nations of the Western Hemisphere.  

Required Texts:   

1.   Dawson  DICHO y HECHO, Eigth Edition. New York: John Wiley 

and Sons, Inc., 2004. 

2. Dawson,  DICHO y HECHO - Workbook.  Eigth Edition.  New York: 

John Wiley and Sons, INC., 2004. 

3.  Any inexpensive Spanish-English dictionary. Such as; Willims, 

Dicionario Ingles-Espanol, Bantam 

 

Optional(recommended) Materials:    

 1. Kendris, Chistopher.  Dictionary of 501 Spanish Verbs.  

Woodbury, NY: Barron’s Educational Series, Inc., 1990. 

  

                                                     

Course End Competencies: 

The topics for the lecture/discussion periods will be those included in Capítulo 1 

through Capítulo 6.  Capítulo 7 may be discussed if time permits. Most of the class period  

will be devoted to the developing and enhancing listening and pronunciation skills.  

Using a variety of drills and patterns we will be imitated and repeating words both orally 

and in written form.  Reading and writing will be continued at the elementary level  

through cultural content exercises. 
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                                                                                                           Fedor- SPA101   

 

2 

 

A. The students will practice the correct pronunciation of the basic sounds  

of spoken Spanish. 

B. The Students will continue to demonstrate a basic command of vocabulary 

used generally 

C. The students will learn and use the basic components of Spanish grammar,   

with particular emphasis on essential verbs. 

D. The student will demonstrate the ability to generate simple conversations. 

Statements and questions, affirmations and negations, etc. will be 

emphasized through role-playing. 

E. The students will understand basic customs, cultural values, and human 

relations in the Spanish-speaking community. 

 

Student Responsibility: 
 

A. The student will be expected to attend and participate for each class session. 

B. The student will be expected to perform at his/her level of competency. 

C. The student will complete oral and written assignments. 

D. The student will carry out listening exercises. 

E. The student will request help, if needed.  

F. The student will work on workbook exercised outside of class time. 

 

General Instructions: 

 

A. Listening practice. 

B. Oral practice based on dialogues and question and answer exercises.  Drill work with 

teacher and students (one-on-one or small group practice sessions). 

C. Reading and writing exercises 

D. Discussion of cultural factors; video, Spanish soap opera, radio 

 

Classroom Policies/Procedures 

 

General Information Sheet: A copy is attached to this syllabus.  Please read this sheet 

carefully. 

 

Withdrawal:  A student who does not withdraw officially from this course may receive a 

grade of “F”, depending on course progress or course attendance, which will become a 

part of your permanent academic record.  The withdrawal date is listed in the General 

Information Sheet. 

 

                                                     

Final Exam:  The final Exam for this course will be comprehensive and is scheduled for 

December 17, 2009 at 1:00- 3:00 p.m. 

 

Attendence:  Class attendance is a requirement for this course.  Since every class is 

based upon what you have learned in the previous class, it is extremely important that 

you attend each class.  In order to get the most out of your classroom experience it is also 
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critical that you come to class on time.  Coming late to class will mean that you miss 

important review sessions that can help answer questions or go over material found on a 

test. 

 

Cheating/Plagiarism:  Any student who cheats on quizzes/tests or who intentionally 

plagiarizes by copying from reference material or by “borrowing” another student’s work 

will not be given credit for that assignment.  Continued violations may result in a failing 

grade. 

 

Student Conduct:  Each student is responsible for adhering to the Code of Student 

Conduct as stated in the college catalog. 

 

Grading Policies/Procedures 

 

Evaluation (Grading): 

 

In this class the final grade will be based on oral performance, vocabulary mastery, 

written exercises, and a comprehensive final exam. 

 

A. Class Participation –oral / attendance                    25% 

B. Written Assignments / Journals                                             25% 

C. Grammar and Vocabulary Quizzes / Oral Presentation      25% 

D.  Final Exam                                  25% 

 

 

The scale for grading is the following: 

 

 90% - 100% =  A 

 80% - 89%  =   B 

 70% - 79%  =   C 

 60% - 69%  =   D 

 Below 60%   =  F 

 

Make-up Policy:  There will be NO make-up tests or make-up presentations except in 

serious medical situations, accompanied by a letter signed by the attending physician.  

All homework assignments must be turned in prior to the chapter tests to receive any 

credit. 

                                               

Extra Credit Policy:  Extra Credit may be given at the discretion of the instructor. 

 

Cultural Highlights:  Throughout the Semester will have time set up to share 

information found that relates to the Spanish culture we are learning in class.  Artifacts 

may include movies, plays, songs, dances, television shows or trips. 
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Course Schedule/ Calendar 

 

The calendar listed below is subject to change based on the level of difficulty and 

nature of the subject matter.  I will apprise you of any changes I make during the course 

of the semester, particularly regarding the material to be covered on the quizzes/ tests. 

  The oral presentation and Final exam will not be changed.  Please be prepared to 

come to class on those scheduled days ready to participate. 
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Tentative Schedule 

 

 

Date               Topic 
 

Sep.1             Introduccíon    

Sep. 3             Capítulo 1 

Sep. 8           Capítulo 1 

Sep. 10      Capítulo 1 

Sep. 15               Capítulo 1 

Sep. 17               Capítulo 2  

Sep. 22                  Capítulo 1 & 2 Prueba 

Sep. 24                                       Capitulo 3 

Sep. 29    Capítulo 3  

Oct. 1    Capítulo 3 

Oct. 6                                         Capítulo 3 

Oct. 8                                         Capítulo 3 Prueba 

Oct. 13                                        Reading Exercise 

Oct. 15                                       1
st
 Oral Presentation  

Oct. 20                                       No Hay Clase 

Oct. 22                                       Capítulo 4 

Oct. 27                                       Capítulo 4   

Oct. 29                                       Capítulo 4   

Nov. 3                                        Capítulo 4 Prueba 

Nov. 5    Película 

Nov. 10    Reading Exericse 

Nov. 12    Capítulo 5 

Nov. 17    Capítulo 5 

Nov. 19    Capítulo 5 Prueba 

Nov. 24    Class discussion 

Nov. 26      No Hay Clase  

Dec. 1       Capítulo 6 

Dec. 3     Capítulo 6 

Dec. 8    Final Oral Presentation  

Dec. 10    Repaso y Fiesta  

Dec. 15        No Hay clase 

Dec. 17      Final Exam  
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 Oral Presentation: 1
st
 October 15 & 2

nd
 December 8, 2009 

 

Instructor: Rachael Fedor 

 

There will be NO make up dates on presentations.  All presentations must be 

ready to be given on the dates listed unless otherwise stated by myself.  You must also be 

on time for class on the day of the presentations to be sure not to interrupt a presenter. If 

late you will need to wait in the hall until the presentation is done.  You may also be at 

risk of loosing your participation points for that day.  If you need to use any equipment 

please let myself know prior to presentation day as well as coming early to class to ensure 

that everything will work. 

For Spanish 101 you will need to complete two oral presentations.  These 

presentations will be a minimum of 5 minutes in length each.  The first presentation will 

be given in English and the 2
nd

 presentation will be in Spanish. 

 

Problem Statement: 

 Now that you are taking Spanish you want to learn more then just how to speak 

the language.  What makes up the language that you are learning to talk, read and write?  

What are the cultures likes, what countries speak Spanish, do they share the same 

customs, are the cultures the same in every country,  how do the music and movies differ,  

what are some favorite foods, how do they celebrate holiday’s, what makes a county 

special and/or unique? You need to pick just 1 topic to present to the class.  You must 

give us as much detail about that topic so we can learn from you.  You need to present the 

topic within 5 minutes.  Be creative with your presentation, also bring in any examples 

that can help you demonstrate or show us more about your topic. You MUST pick a 

different topic following these same guidelines for your 2
nd

 oral presentation in Spanish. 

  

Results presentation: 

  You will give one 5- minute presentation in ENGLISH and one- 5 minute 

presentation in SPANISH to the class on the information that you discovered. Be ready to 

answer questions from your classmates. Please let me know if you have any questions 

about what will be expected from you on your presentation. 

 

Desired results from the activity: 

 You will have a better understanding of the Spanish speaking world.  You will be 

able to give details about a specific country, culture, food, custom, holiday or other 

special celebrations. You will also help your classmates learn from your own research.  

You will be able to sharpen your research skills while using the Internet. You will be able 

to become a more diverse and enthusiastic Spanish student and speaker. 

 

Helpful tips: 

 Make sure to research the material and put it into your own words 

 Pick a topic of interest to you 

 Be creative on your speeches 

 Bring in as much information as possible 

 Keep it simple, use ideas from chapters we have worked on 
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Rubrics for presentations: 
1

st
 presentation on October 15

th
 

Points per 

category: 

Full 35 points: 

 
34 - 24 Points: 23 - 0 Points: 

5 points Meet 5mn. Time 

frame 

Did not meet 

5mn. Time frame 

Did not meet 

5mn. Time frame 

10 points Topic had 

substance 

Topic was not 

full of substance 

Topic lacked 

substance 

10 points Used items to 

demonstrate topic 

Used few items 

to demonstrate 

topic 

Did not use items 

to demonstrate 

topic 

 

2
nd

 oral presentation –December 8
th

  

 

 

 

Points per 

category: 

Full 55 points: 

 
54 –44 Points: 43 - 33 Points: 32 - 0 Points: 

    5 points Meet 5mn. Time 

frame 

Did not meet 

5mn. Time 

frame 

Did not meet 

5mn. Time 

frame 

Did not meet 5mn. Time 

frame 

10 points Topic had 

substance 

Topic needed 

more substance 

Topic was not 

full of substance 

Topic lacked substance 

10 points 

 

Used items to 

demonstrate 

topic 

Few items were 

used to 

demonstrate 

topic 

Used little or no 

items to 

demonstrate 

topic 

Did not use items to 

demonstrate topic 

10 points Creative Some creativity 

used 

Little creativity 

used 

No creativity used 

20 points Was fluent and 

understandable 

Had some 

problems with 

fluency and 

understanding 

Several 

Problems with 

fluency and 

understanding of 

presentation 

Many problems with 

fluency and understanding 

of presentation 
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